
St Paul’s Kogarah Anglican Church 
 

Discovery Course 

 
 

This is a set of four studies designed to help brothers and sisters in Christ at St Paul’s 

Anglican, Kogarah to think through what is means to serve in the church and explore the 

unique spiritual gifts that God has given them to be used to build up his Church in Kogarah. 

For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s 
gift, not from works, so that no one can boast. For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to do. 

CSB 10-8:2 Ephesians  
 

Before we serve God and his Church, we need to be reminded that it is God who saved us 

from sin and judgement through faith in his Son Jesus Christ. God saved us to fulfil his 

purposes. 

We need to fully understand God’s redeeming grace he has lavished on us and all good 

things come from him so that we can response to his generosity with gratitude, love and 

obedience.  

We pray that as we delve deeper into God’s Word, the Holy Spirit will guide our hearts and 

minds, to grow us more like the Lord Jesus Christ. All praise be to God!  

 



Study 1: God is the generous giver of all good gifts 

Prayer 

Bible passage: Romans 8:28-32 
 

A Sovereign Father  
Christians believe in a sovereign God. We believe a God who is in charge of all things and 

puts all things together. Nothing is outside of God’s control. But our God is more than a 

divine programmer. We believe that our God is a loving God. We believe that our God puts 

things together according to his good purpose for us.  

 

1. What do Christians know about the purpose of how all things work? 
 

2. What can Christians look forward to as their destiny? 
 

3. What’s the process for Christians in God’s scheme of things? 
 

A Greatest Gift – The Son  
Because Christians know that our loving Father is in control of all things and we know 

where he’s taking us, we have a blessed assurance and an unshakable confidence. 

 

4. What’s the greatest Gift that God the Father has given us? 
 

5. What does God’s greatest Gift show us about himself? 
 

Far too often, many people, even Christians, think about how much they’ve given God. 

They think about how much time they’ve given to God; they think about how much money 

they’ve given to God. Even though it might not be much, some even demand that God 

should be good to them because of the little that they’ve given to God!  

They have forgotten that it was God who has given them everything that they have in the 

first place. When they demand that God should give them more, they have devalued His 

Greatest Gift, namely, the Gift of His One and Only Son. The Bible calls this generosity of 

God his grace. 

 



6. How have the people below shown that they’ve misunderstood God’s grace? 
 

a) I have come to Church all my life, why can’t God give me good health? 
 

b) I have already given my offertory of $__ to God last week, that’s enough because I 
have an expensive holiday coming up. 

 

c) I can’t afford to give God more time this week because of I’m busy. 
 

 
God is the giver of all good gifts. He does not need our time or money, nor He obliges to 

give us anything we think we deserve. We give up these things willingly in response to His 

grace because all that we have ultimately came from him. 

 

The Gift that keeps giving – the Holy Spirit 
As well as giving us his Son, Jesus Christ, God has given us His Holy Spirit. 

Bible passage: 1 Corinthians 12:1-6 
 

7. What does the someone who has the Holy Spirit say? 
 

8. How does this focus from the Holy Spirit help us distinguish the true Holy Spirit from 
those who pretend to be filled with the Holy Spirit? 
 

9. Do you call Jesus as Lord with the help of the Holy Spirit?  
 
 

The Holy Spirit points people to Jesus. He inspired prophets and apostles in the past to 

write the Bible in order to point people to Jesus. Today, He will use people with different 

gifts to continue to point people to Jesus and He has called us to work together according 

to His purposes. We will explore that in the next study. 

Prayer:  

Dear Father, thank you for your love and generosity to us by giving us your Son, the Lord 

Jesus Christ and your Holy Spirit. You are the sovereign God who make all things work 

together for those who are called according to your purposes. Help us to response to your 

love and grace with gratitude and obedience. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 



Study 2: God’s Church as the body of Christ 
 

Prayer 

Bible passage: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 
 

1. How does the Apostle Paul describe the community of Christ‘s followers? 

 

2. How should the many different parts of the body function together? 
 

3.  How should each part treat the other parts? (See verse 22-27) 
 
 

4. How do the different parts of the body of Christ overcome jealousy, pride and 
divisions among them? 

 

God has arranged the body of Christ so that there are many parts but there is one body. 

Each part of the body is important, no matter how they might look to the other parts. For a 

body to function healthily, each part needs to do their part for the good of the body. 

 

Discovering where we belong in the Body of Christ 

 

Our Church’s vision is: 

 

God gathers us to build and to nurture a nation which lives and 

breathes the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

To build a nation is not the work of one person but the work of a community, under the 

headship of Christ. God has given many gifts to his Church through the Holy Spirit and by 

faith, we trust that he will use us to build his kingdom. 

The idea of teamwork is a common one which may be found outside the Church. For 

example, a volunteer association may require people to volunteer their time and resources 

for the good of the association. They might classify people according to the different talents 

they possess and then to group them accordingly for maximum efficiency. However, while 

there may be some similarities between a Church and a volunteer association, there is one 



fundamental difference: The Church is the Body of Christ. We believe that it’s the spiritual 

work of Christ that has made the Church possible, not merely a gathering of volunteers. We 

believe those who serve in the Church are believers who have been gifted with God the Son 

and God the Holy Spirit and not just people with talents and abilities.  

 

5.  What difference would it make if we simply hire non-believing people to do the 
various jobs at Church? 

 

 

 

We believe that God has given many gifts to his Church in the form of the followers of 

Christ. But how do we know what kind of gifts we have? 

While there are a few lists of spiritual gifts that the Bible has listed in the New Testament, 

they are not exhaustive. We’ll look at one list in particular next week. For this week, look at 

the list below to think about what gifts God has given to the Church through you: 

 

General Specific Reason Second opinion 

Word Ministries Teaching the 

word 

 

 

 

 

 Teaching youth 

and Children 

  

 Music  

 

 

 

 Evangelism  

 

 

 

 Sending 

missionaries 

 

 

 



Work ministries Hospitality/ 

Caring 

 

 

 

 

 Administration / 

Finance 

 

 

 

 

 

 Design / Art  

 

 

 

 Building / 

Maintenance 

 

 

 

 

 Audio Visual/ 

Electronic / 

Computer 

 

 

 

 

Others Prayers,   

 

 

 

  

As well as considering what your gifts may be, ask another Christian to see what they think 

your gifts are.  

 

Prayer 

For growth as a Church, the body of Christ in Kogarah: 

Our Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit, may Jesus be our hope, may our 

Church grow as one, may your servants equip us by your word, to thrive in Jesus, to love 

Jesus‘ own and to save the lost. We pray by faith and the in the mighty name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 



Study 3: Be good stewards of God’s gifts 
 

Prayer 
 

Bible passage: 1 Peter 4:7-11 
 

Conviction 

Christians are believers of our Lord Jesus Christ. This doesn’t simply mean that we 

understand intellectually that what Jesus said is true; we are also convicted that what Jesus 

said is true. We don’t simply believe who Jesus is as a historical fact in history, as true as it 

is. We also believe that it’s the most important truth that forms the basis of all of our being. 

It’s a truth that governs all of our decisions, all of our resources, all of our relationships and 

all of our time. It’s a conviction. 
 

1. According to the Bible, what period of time are we in now? 
 

 
2. What are Christians to do now in response? 

 
 

3. What should our relationship with each other be? 
 
 

4. What should we do with the gifts God’s given us? 
 
 

5. What gifts are listed in verse 11 (two categories)? 
 
 

6. What’s the goal of these gifts? 
 
 

7. Take a look at the list below. Which gifts belong to the first category and which gifts 
belong in the second category? 

 

 



Teaching the 

word 

 

Teaching youth 

and Children 

 

Music  

Evangelism  

Sending 

missionaries 

 

Hospitality  

Administration / 

Finance 

 

Design / Art  

Building / 

Maintenance 

 

Audio Visual/ 

Electronic / 

Computer 

 

Others 

 

 

 

Hopefully over the past week, you had an opportunity to look through a list of 

gifts and spoke with others about your gifts. These gifts that God’s given you are 

not just for your own enjoyment; God’s given you these gifts for his glory. Does 

this mean that anyone with these gifts should be put on the service roster? No, 

at least not yet. Before we serve the Lord at Church, we need to consider the 

following: Character, Competence, teams and goals. 



Character 

God doesn’t just want to use people with gifts at Church; he wants servants 

who are good and faithful stewards of what He’s given them. God doesn’t want 

volunteers who gives their spare time at Church; he wants servants who obey 

him and who give of their lives sacrificially. 

Bible passage: 1 Timothy 3:1-7 

 

8. What are the characteristics of God’s leader listed in this passage? 
 

 

9. What would happen if a person serving at Church has a questionable 
character?  
 
 
 
 

There are often times at Church when we have great needs to fill and it’s 

tempting to find someone, anyone, to fill in these positions as quickly as 

possible. However, we must exercise godly wisdom when we find people to 

serve at Church, lest we choose people who are disobedient to God and lead 

others astray. This doesn’t mean that someone must be perfect before they 

serve at Church. However, it does mean that we want servants who recognise 

their dependence on God and their need to come to him daily for wisdom, 

forgiveness and strength. 



Competence 

Once we have thought through our gifts in the context of our conviction and our 

character, we can think about how we can develop the competence necessary 

to develop these gifts. In God’s sovereignty, he has raised each one of us in a 

certain environment, provided each one of us with unique opportunities and 

gave each one of us a unique set of gifts. For example, he might have given a 

person the opportunity to learn music when they’re young and after many years 

of practice they become accomplished pianist. For another person, God might 

have developed in that person a love for cooking and the person is naturally 

inclined to prepare meals for people. We thank God for the way he has 

developed different people in his sovereignty. However, even though a person 

may be naturally ‘gifted’ in a certain area, they still need to work to develop 

their skills in these areas so that they can grow and glorify God with these gifts. 

Furthermore, in the Church, we want to ensure that we provide the best and 

safest environment for God’s people to minister and so there are certain 

prerequisites in ministries that a person needs to have before exercising their 

gifts in these ministries. 
 

While there are many gifts and ministries that we can speak on in a Church, 

we’ll focus on the following ten. Vital to each ministry is that each person who 

serve need to be a committed Christian and a person of good godly character. 

Once they have the conviction and character, the following prerequisites are 

needed as part of their competence. 

 

Teaching the 

word 

Trained under the Minister to a satisfactory level or 

have equivalent training elsewhere approved by the 

Minister. 

Teaching youth 

and Children 

Safe Ministry Qualified. Has WWCC. Trained under a 

person assigned by the Minister to a satisfactory level 

or have equivalent training elsewhere approved by the 

Minister. 

Music Ideally have preliminary to second grade qualification. 

Trained under a person assigned by the Minister to a 



satisfactory level or have equivalent training elsewhere 

approved by the Minister. 

Evangelism Trained under a person assigned by the Minister to a 

satisfactory level or have equivalent training elsewhere 

approved by the Minister. 

Sending 

missionaries 

Have done required research on missionaries and have 

a willingness to provide ongoing support for 

missionaries as a representative of the Church.  

Hospitality Understood the importance of providing food safety. 

Administration / 

Finance 

Have access to and have read relevant sections of the 

Ordinance for Parish Administration 

Design / Art  

Building / 

Maintenance 

Have access to and have read relevant sections of the 

Risk Management Paper 

Audio Visual/ 

Electronic / 

Computer 

Trained under a person assigned by the Minister to a 

satisfactory level 

 

10. Why do you think it’s necessary to have prerequisites for people performing 
ministries at Church?  

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

Dear Heavenly Father,  

Thank you that you’ve given us the privilege to serve you and your church. 

Please help us to be good stewards of the gifts you’ve given us, may we continue to grow in 

our conviction, in godly characters and in our abilities to serve you more faithfully and 

effectively. Pray that many people may hear the good news of Jesus through our ministries 

done in faith, and your name be honoured and praised! In Jesus‘ name, Amen. 

 

 



Study 4: Teams and Goals 

 

 

Bible passage: Ephesians 4: 16 
 

To ensure that these ministries are developed well within the Church, there are teams that 

help each member of the ministry develop these gifts. The leaders of these teams will 

provide training opportunities for these gifts and will provide regular review of how each 

person had been developing in these gifts.  

 

Teams 

There are five teams that look after the five key areas of our Church: 5Gs 
， 

1. Glorify: By Faith, produce a time of active engagement between our Lord and his 
people, and in prayerful obedience, to exponentially grow multiple Sunday 
Services.  

 
2. Grow: Provide effective tools for groups for people to engage in God’s word, 

discipling, teaching, rebuking, correcting and training.  
 

3. Go: To joyfully point people to Jesus so that they can come to Church or to send 
people to either start or go to other Bible believing churches. 

 
4. Giftedness: To provide for and to monitor a clear leadership and follower-ship 

pipeline. To provide Mentors, Coaches and trainers to help individuals to grow. 
 
5. Gregarious: To provide care for those in need and to foster constructive Christian 

fellowship. To leave no one unloved in church. 
 
 

There are two leaders in each of these teams and each leader is responsible to the Minister. 



 

Goals 

In order to work towards the vision of our Church, we have four goals: 

THREE – 3 Questions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TWO  -  2 Checkpoints to pray for 

 



ONE  -  1 person to invite to the next event 

ZERO  -  0 credit, we are in debt to Christ 

 

We’re very excited to see God honoured as we reach for these checkpoints. The leaders in 

each team will constantly revise and update shorter term goals to help us reach these six 

checkpoints. 
 

What have you discovered? 
 

Over the course of the past few weeks, we hope that you have discovered the gifts that 

God’s given you. God has been incredibly generous to us in giving us his Only Son! He’s also 

given us his very own Holy Spirit! And he’s given each one of us a gift for the benefit of His 

Church. 

Take a few moments to write down the gifts that God’s given you: 

Gift 1:  

Gift 2: 

Please pray to see whether God wants us to use these gifts at Church. If you want to 

develop these gifts that God’s given you and use them at Church for God’s service, please 

see the relevant leader who will help you think through what it might mean for you to serve 

at Church. 

As we think about how we can use our gifts for God’s glory, we’ll do well to pray with the 

songwriter using the words of this song: 

“When I survey the wondrous cross, on which the Prince of glory died 

My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride 

Were the whole realm of Nature mine, that were an offering far too small 

Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all!” 

Prayer  

Our heavenly Father, we pray that you will direct, sanctify, and govern our hearts and 

bodies in the way of the Gospel. Father, our lives are but a mist but you are from 

everlasting to everlasting. By your Spirit, guide and bless what we plan and do, that through 

our services offered in faith, many will give glory to your holy name; through our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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